Establishing a Prayer Space in School

Summary

This document details the requirements and logistical framework for establishing a dedicated
prayer space within a school environment. The primary objective is to accommodate Muslim
students in performing their daily prayers (Salah) with minimal disruption to the academic
schedule. The proposed space is designed to be inclusive, low-cost, and easily managed
through existing administrative systems. Key considerations include the seasonal timing of
Islamic prayers, specific environmental needs for the space, and the operational flow of
students during the school day.

The Rationale for Religious Accommodation

The necessity for a dedicated prayer space stems from the religious obligation of Muslim
students to perform five daily prayers. Depending on the season, one or two of these prayers
intersect with school hours:

e Dhuhr (Early Afternoon): Typically coincides with lunch periods or early afternoon
classes.

e Asr (Late Afternoon): Occurs in the late afternoon, often overlapping with the final
period of the day or extracurricular activities.

e Seasonal Dynamics: Because prayer times are determined by the position of the sun,
the schedule shifts daily. During winter months, prayers occur earlier in the afternoon
compared to the summer months.

Physical Space Specifications

Establishing an appropriate prayer environment requires minimal financial investment but
necessitates adherence to specific visual and spatial guidelines to ensure the space is
functional and respectful.



Environmental Requirements

Feature Specification

Furniture Minimal to none. No chairs, desks, or tables are required as prayer involves
standing, bowing, and prostrating.

Flooring Must be carpeted or kept exceptionally clean. Students may provide
individual mats.

Visual The space must be free of human or animal imagery (posters, figurines,

Content artwork).

Color Palette

Neutral colors are preferred to avoid distraction; busy patterns should be
avoided.

Orientation

A discreet arrow or sticker should indicate the Qibla (the direction of Mecca).

Text Storage

Religious texts, such as the Qur’an, must be stored at a respectful height,
specifically above waist level.

Student Logistics and Operational Flow

The integration of prayer into the school day is designed to be efficient, typically requiring a time
commitment of 10 to 15 minutes per student.

Ritual Preparation (Wudu)

Before prayer, students perform Wudu, a ritual washing of the face, hands, and feet. This is
conducted in existing school restrooms. To maintain facility standards, it is recommended that
signs be posted reminding students to keep the restroom floors dry.




Entry and Exit Protocols
To maintain the cleanliness of the prayer area, a strict shoe-free policy is observed.

e Shoe Storage: A simple shoe rack or a designated area near the entrance should be
provided to keep the space organized.

e Conduct: The area is designated as a "Quiet Zone," similar to a library, to ensure
reflection and prayer can occur without interruption.

Supervision and Administrative Oversight

The prayer space is designed to be flexible in location and simple to monitor within standard
school operations.

Location Options
Appropriate locations include:

e A quiet corner of the school library.
e An unused or underutilized office.
e A partitioned section of a multi-purpose room.

Accountability Systems

To ensure students are accounted for and the space is used appropriately, the following
suggests two primary methods of oversight:

1. Sign-in Sheets: A manual log for students entering and exiting the space.
2. "Prayer Pass" System: A formal pass system to track student movements during class
or transition periods.
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